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Dear Fellow Members, 

As we enter the new year, I look back on 2017 as a year that has shown warnings of óturbulenceô in the supply 

chain.  While 2018 undoubtedly promises improvement, I am reminded that efforts to tackle industry problems 

often take years to bear fruit.  For example, the work done to expand the supply of sources in 2009 paid dividends 

in 2014 ï 2017.  It is clear that promoting tantalum and niobium, and protecting the reputation of these industries 

must be pursued continuously.  The major goals for 2018 will be to have a truly exceptional central African 

conference, to increase our Associationôs influence in shaping the conversation about tantalum and niobium, and 

to improve the accuracy and usefulness of our statistics.  

The central African General Assembly has the 

exciting potential of attracting a host of African 

members who have not been able to attend 

conferences in other venues. The expanded African 

attendance should draw companies looking for new 

supply options. Locating the 59th General 

Assembly in central Africa will show our 

organization and industryôs commitment to an 

increasingly valued supply region.  

I would like to thank the Ministry of Mines in the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo and the Rwanda 

Mines, Petroleum & Gas Board for their willingness 

to meet so many times.  I am excited about the 

concept of a central African steering committee 

comprised of participants from both key countries 

and other regional producers including Ethiopia, who I am sure will develop a template that ensures pan-African 

support for this conference. 

To improve our statistics service, the Statistics Subteam has recommended adopting a less confusing reporting 

format and the augmentation of member statistics with world wide import and export data (discussion of the 

proposal is included in this Bulletin, see page 9).  The new statistics report is intended to provide more useful 

information for our members by clearly and accurately showing changes in industry demand and supply.  

Improved statistics will also allow the T.I.C. to measure the effectiveness of the Associationôs efforts at promotion 

of tantalum and niobium.   

At the end of last year, I had the pleasure of 

attending conferences with Roland and David, as 

well as visiting Emma in the Brussels office. There 

has been a real need to clarify the roles and job 

descriptions of the team, and to put in place 

reasonable policies to assure best practices for the 

Association.  

I have been very impressed with the ability and 

dedication Roland, Emma and David bring to the 

T.I.C. and feel improvements in the organizational 

structure will help everyone work together to 

achieve the ambitious but attainable goals set by 

the Executive Committee. 

Sincerely yours, 

John Crawley 

President  

Presidentôs Letter 

The T.I.C.ôs 59th General Assembly will be held in the beautiful  

Great Lakes Region of central Africa, in October 2018.  

(photo: Shutterstock)  

The T.I.C.ôs office in Lasne, Brussels, Belgium  

(photo: Google Earth)  
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London, UK 

Dear T.I.C. Members and stakeholders, 

It was wonderful to catch up with so many of you at our conference in Vancouver and I hope you found the 

presentations as interesting as I did. The 58th General Assembly was a great success and my sincere thanks to all 

members who participated in the annual general meeting, providing the T.I.C. with guidance and the mandate for 

the busy year ahead. A report from Vancouver can be found on pages 6 to 8. 

For the first time at a General Assembly, this year we held a light-hearted vote that asked delegates to chose  

which presentations they had found most technical and most entertaining. We received a lot of feedback and the 

large number of votes cast for all the presentations underlines the high quality of the plenary sessions.  

Voting was very close, but once voting was complete the winning 

presentations were:  

¶ Most technical: Tantalum efficiency wins the markets 

Written by Y. Freeman, P. Lessner, J. Poltorak, C. Guerrero, S. 

Hussey and C. Stolarski, and presented by Dr Yuri Freeman (KEMET 

Electronics Corporation). 

¶ Most entertaining: The mysterious life of the tantalum atom 

Written and presented by Ms Kokoro Katayama (Metal Do Co. Ltd) and 

Mr Joel Nields (Exotech, Inc.). 

Their prize will be a copy of ñThe Elementsò by Theodore Gray, a 

stunning illustrated guide to the periodic table. Dr Freemanôs 

presentation is on pages 12-15 of this newsletter and members are 

reminded that the presentations from Vancouver, including The 

mysterious life of the tantalum atom, are available in the membersô 

section at www.TaNb.org, under the ñPUBLICATIONSò tab. 

If you are interested in giving a presentation at the 59th General Assembly in October 2018 please contact Emma 

Wickens at info@tanb.org to receive an abstract submission form before the end of March.  

 

Recognising excellence in tantalum 

There are many powerful, positive messages to tell about both the elements we represent. However, while for 

almost forty years developments in niobium have been recognised by the Charles Hatchett Award, sponsored by 

CBMM, until now developments in tantalum have not had a similar recognition.  

This is why the T.I.C. has agreed to sponsor a new international honour dedicated to recognising excellence in 

tantalum research and development. It is called the Anders Gustaf Ekeberg Tantalum Prize and I hope you will 

share our enthusiasm for this flagship project to promote tantalum (details are on pages 4 - 5). 

 

Out and about 

The fourth quarter of 2017 saw the T.I.C. team on the road more 

than ever before, clocking up thousands of airmiles and meeting 

hundreds of members and other stakeholders. Next month T.I.C. 

will be attending the Mining Indaba in Cape Town, South Africa, 

and if you know of other events that are relevant for the 

Association to attend, then please let us know. We are ready to 

promote tantalum, niobium and membersô interests wherever and 

whenever necessary.  

Best wishes, 

Roland Chavasse,  

Director 

Directorôs Letter 

Giving a presentation at the CRU-Ryanôs Notes 

conference in Arizona, USA, in October 2017.  

(photo: CRU Publishing)  

The prize for the presentations as voted by 

delegates to the 58th General Assembly 

(photo: periodictable.com)  

https://www.tanb.org/index
mailto:info@tanb.org?subject=Call%20for%20papers
http://periodictable.com
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The Anders Gustaf Ekeberg Tantalum Prize (the Prize) is a new annual award established by the Tantalum-

Niobium International Study Centre (T.I.C.) to recognise excellence in published tantalum research*. The Prize 

will increase awareness of the many unique properties of tantalum products and the applications in which they 

excel.  

The Prize has been named after the discoverer of tantalum and will be awarded to the lead author(s) of the 

published paper or patent that is judged by an independent panel of experts to have made the greatest 

contribution to understanding the processing, properties or applications of tantalum. The prize is sponsored by the 

T.I.C. and is central to its efforts to publicise the many exceptional benefits afforded by this element.  

The long-term future of the tantalum market will depend on technology-driven innovations and winners of the 

Anders Gustaf Ekeberg Tantalum Prize will be acknowledged as true leaders in this field. The lead author(s) will 

be invited to give a presentation on their work at a General Assembly, where they will also receive a medal made 

of tantalum and a certificate of award presented by the T.I.C. President. They will also be interviewed in this 

magazine. 

 

Who was Anders Gustaf Ekeberg?  

Born in 1767, Anders Gustaf Ekeberg was a Swedish scientist, mathematician, and poet.  He became a professor 

at Uppsala University in 1794 and initially made his name by developing advanced analytical techniques and by 

proposing Swedish names for the common chemical elements according 

to the principles set out by the "father of modern chemistry" Antoine-

Laurent de Lavoisier.  

Ekeberg discovered the oxide of tantalum in 1802, isolating it from 

samples of two different minerals, specifically, tantalite from Kimito, 

Finland and yttrotantalite from Ytterby, Sweden. 

According to Ekebergôs friend, the chemist Jacob Berzelius, Ekeberg 

chose the name ôtantalumô partly to reflect the difficulties that he had 

experienced in reacting the new element with common acids and partly 

out of his passion for ancient Greek literature. Tantalus was a demi-god 

who killed and cooked his son, Pelops, and as punishment was 

condemned to stand in a pool of water beneath a fruit tree with low 

branches, with the fruit ever eluding his grasp, and the water always 

receding before he could take a drink.  

Ekeberg suffered from poor health in later years and in February 1813 he 

died, unmarried, at the age of 46.  

Announcing the Anders Gustaf Ekeberg Tantalum Prize 

A sample of yttrotantalite (dark) from 

Skuleboda, Vªstergºtland, Sweden   

(photo: e-rocks.com) 

https://e-rocks.com/item/mtr198153/yttrotantalite-y

